[image: image1.jpg]Not every bower is a
palace. Al e
court (top , metic-
ulously created by a

tooth-billed bowerbird in
Australia, may represent
an ancestral type from
which the more elaborate
vole and avenue
evolved. Like all
bowers, a great bowe
bird’s twiggy avem
(bottom left) is used only
for courtship and not
as a nest. The outer pile
of stone. the stage for
his theatrics once an
admirer is lured within.
But not even the prettiest
pink offering guarantees
the prize. Though males
see
ings, females some-
nply fly away.
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